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Voted, That Messrs. Lowell, F. C. Gray, and Young be a committee 
to consider the expediency of so publishing the future volumes of the 
Society's Collections that a part of the impression shall not be desig- 
nated as volumes of the Society's Collections. Also, to consider whether 
the Society can advantageously make any other change in the mode 
or form of their publications. 

Dr. Lowell having been excused at his own request, 
and for reasons stated by him, the President was chosen 
in his stead. 

Present — The President, Appleton, Davis, Ellis, Felt, 
Francis, N. L. Frothingham, R. Frothingham, Jr., Hoar, 
Lincoln, Lowell, Lunt, Paige, Pierce, Bobbins, Shattuck, 
Shurtleff, Sibley, Willard, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING, January, 1848. 

Thursday, Jan. 27, 1848, 12 M. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Mr. 
William H. Dillingham, the Mercantile Library Associ- 
ation, Hon. Caleb Foote, and from Messrs. Winthrop, 
Bowen, and Davis, of the Society. 

The President, pursuant to the vote of the last meet- 
ing, nominated Messrs. Jenks, Ticknor, Young, and 
Shurtleff to prepare Vol. I. of the fourth series of the 
Society's Collections ; and it was thereupon 

Voted, That the above-named gentlemen constitute the Publishing 
Committee for that volume. 
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Rev. Dr. Jenks communicated his acceptance of his 
appointment to prepare a memoir of the late Rev. Dr. 
Codman for the Society's Collections* 

Dr. Henry Wheatland was chosen Resident Mem- 
ber, vice Benjamin Merrill, Esq., deceased, and Dr. 
Thaddeus "William Harris, vice Rev. Samuel Ripley, 
deceased. 

The Treasurer reported that he had received from 
Mr. Webster the amount of his back assessments, but 
that he had not as yet received any communication from 
Mr. Baylies in answer to his letter. 

Rev. Dr. Frothingham made the following communi- 
cation, viz. : — 

"Boston, Jan. 27, 1848. 

"The undersigned has the honor to present to the His- 
torical Society, in the name of the First Church in Boston, 
a complete copy of the Records of that Church from 1630 

to 1680. 

"N. L. Frothingham, 

Minister of the First Church." 

And it was thereupon, on motion of Mr. Ticknor, 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to the First 
Church in Boston for their liberal donation, and that the manuscript 
be suitably bound, under the direction of the Librarian. 

Mr. Ticknor, from the Third Section, read several 
letters from President Jefferson, and one from President 
Madison, to the late Philip Mazzei, of Italy.! 

Mr. Young, from the same Section, communicated a 



* See p. 379, note.— Eds. 

t These letters, it is believed, were not placed in the Society's archives. — 
Eds. 
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passage from the lost history written by Governor Brad- 
ford, of Plymouth Colony.* 

Present — The President, Appleton, Austin, Davis, 
Felt, N. L. Frothingham, R. Frothingham, Jr., F. C. 
Gray, Greenleaf, Jenks, Lunt, Paige, Quincy, Shattuck, 
Shurtleff, Ticknor, Willard, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, Feb. 24, 1848, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Rev. 
0. A. Taylor, Hon. John Davis, J. Wingate Thornton, 
Esq., the United States Government, Mr. Thaddeus 
Allen, the American Philosophical Society, Dr. D. P. 
Wight, Amos Lawrence, Esq., and the Department of 
the Secretary of War, at Washington. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated letters 
of acceptance from Messrs. Wheatland and Harris. 

The Treasurer reported that he has received no answer 
from Mr. Baylies, and the subject was postponed to the 
next meeting. 

Rev. Mr. Blagden, of the Third Church, reported in 
part in relation to the records of that Church. 

* Mr. Young communicated at this time a memorandum of some " incidents 
on board the ' Mayflower,' " placed in his hands by the writer of this note, and 
afterward printed in the Historical and Genealogical Kegister for April, 1848, 
pp. 187, 188. See also Proceedings of this Society for April, 1879, pp. 64-66. 
— Eds. 
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The Standing Committee nominated Kev. W. I. Bud- 
ington, of Charlestown, for Resident Member, vice Rev. 
Dr. Codman, deceased. 

No communications were received from the First 
Section. 

Present — The President, Austin, Blagden, Davis, 
Ellis, Felt, Francis, R. Frothingham, Jr., Hoar, Jenks, 
Lowell, Paige, Pierce, Quincy, Shattuck, Shurtleff, 
Ticknor, White, Wheatland, Willard, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, March 30, 1848, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Rev. 
Alfred L. Baury, George H. Whitman, Esq., Nathaniel 
Willis, Esq., the United States War and Treasury De- 
partments, Rev. Henry A. Miles, the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania, the American Philosophical Society, 
and from Messrs. Savage, Shattuck, and Sibley, of the 
Society. 

Rev. Mr. Blagden, from the Committee on the 
Church Records, pursuant to the vote passed at the 
April meeting, 1846, in relation to obtaining for the So- 
ciety transcripts of the records of the First, Second, and 
Third Churches in Boston for the first fifty years, re- 
ported with regard to the Third Church that he had 
complied with the vote, and presented to the Society a 
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transcript of the records of his church for the first fifty 
years. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Ticknor, it was 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to the Third 
Church in Boston for their liberal donation, and that the manuscript 
be suitably bound, under the direction of the Librarian. 

Mr. Sparks stated to the Society that he had pur- 
chased Governor Bernard's papers, in thirteen volumes, 
for the sum of six hundred dollars ; that the papers are 
valuable, and are at the disposal of the Society, should 
they wish to purchase the same.* 

The Treasurer reported that he had again addressed 
a letter to Hon. Francis Baylies, of Taunton, in relation 
to his assessments, but had received no answer. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Ticknor, 

Voted, That the Standing Committee be requested to make a nomi- 
nation of a Eesident Member, in place of Mr. Baylies. 

Rev. W. I. Budington was chosen Resident Member, 
vice Rev. Dr. Codman, deceased, — Messrs. Lunt and 
Shtjrtleff, Scrutinizing Committee. 

Messrs. I. P. Davis and Ticknor were appointed a 
committee to examine and report upon the Treasurer's 
accounts for the year ending April, 1848. 

The Standing Committee nominated, for Resident 
Members, Sylvester Judd, Esq., of Northampton, vice 
Hon. Francis Baylies, and Hon. David Sears, of Boston, 
vice Hon. John Q. Adams, deceased. 



* The Bernard Papers remained in the possession of Mr. Sparks, and are 
now in a cabinet of manuscripts left by him. They are deposited at present 
in Gore Hall, Cambridge. — Eds. 
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Voted, That President Quincy be requested to prepare a memoir of 
Hon. John Q. Adams for the Collections.* 

No communications were received from the Second 
Section. 

Present — The President, Appleton, Blagden, Davis, 
Ellis, Felt, Francis, R. Frothingham, Jr., Jenks, Lowell, 
Lunt, Merrill, Minot, Pierce, Shattuck, Shurtleff, Sibley, 
Sparks, Ticknor, White, Willard, and Young. 



ANNUAL MEETING, April, 1848. 

Thursday, April 27, 1848, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Messrs. 
Daniel P. King, Lewis G. Pray, Theodore How, Rev. Dr. 
Cogswell, the New York Historical Society, and from 
Messrs. Shurtleff, Lunt, Winthrop, and Wheatland, of 
the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated a letter 
of acceptance from Rev. William Ives Budmgton, of 
Charlestown, of his election as Resident Member ; also, 
a letter from E. George Squier, Esq., accompanying a 
donation of his memoir on the remains of the aborigines 
of the valley of the Mississippi. 

* Hon. John Quincy Adams died Feb. 23, 1848. The memoir by President 
Quiney fills an entire volume, which was published in 1858. It is not, however, 
included in the Society's Collections; but Mr. Quincy generously gave the 
copyright to the Society. A brief notice of Mr. Adams, prepared at the re- 
quest of the Editors, by his grandson, the Hon. C. F. Adams, will be found in 
this volume, on pp. 395-410. — Eds. 

vol. II. 25 



386 MASSACHUSETTS HISTOEIOAL SOCIETY. [April, 

Mr. Ticknor nominated E. George Squier, Esq., of 
Chillicothe, Ohio, for Corresponding Member. 

Voted, To accept the following report on the Treasurer's accounts, 
signed by Mr. Ticknor alone, Mr. I. P. Davis, the other member of 
the Committee, being absent, viz. : — 

The undersigned, a Committee of the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society appointed to examine the accounts of Richard 
Frothingham, Jr., Treasurer of the Society, have performed 
that duty, and report that the accounts are well kept, prop- 
erly vouched, and correctly cast, and that there appears to be 
a balance due to the Society of $113.86 on general account, 
and $183.20 on the account of the sales of books.* 

George Ticknor. 

Boston, April 27,1848. 

Voted, That the Treasurer render an account of the fund subscribed 
by Nathan Appleton and others for the reprinting of sundry volumes 
of the Society's Collections, with the expenditure thus far, and the 
balance now remaining ; also, that he be directed to keep a separate 
account of that fund. 

The Society proceeded to ballot for officers for the 
ensuing year, and Messrs. Merrill and Shurtleff 
were appointed a committee to collect, assort, and count 
the votes. 

The Committee reported that the following gentle- 
men were unanimously chosen, viz. : — 



* The receipts for the year were $270.70, and included $185 for admission 
fees, assessments, and subscriptions, and $85.70 for dividends and rights to take 
new stock in the Western Railroad Corporation. The payments amounted to 
$1,113.13, — $942.75 for nine shares in the Western Railroad Corporation; 
$40.50 for proportion of taxes ; $100 for Mr. Felt's services as Librarian ; and 
$29.88 for miscellaneous expenses. — Eds. 
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JAMES SAVAGE President. 

JOSEPH WILLARD Recording Secretary. 

CHARLES LOWELL Corresponding Secretary. 

JOSEPH B. FELT Librarian. 

RICHARD FROTHINGHAM, Jr. . . . Treasurer. 

ISAAC P. DAVIS Cabinet-Keeper. 

FRANCIS C. GRAY 



CONVERS FRANCIS 
ALEXANDER YOUNG 
GEORGE TICKNOR 
JOSEPH WILLARD 



Standing Committee. 



Sylvester Judd, Esq., of Northampton, was elected 
Resident Member, vice Hon. Francis Baylies, and Hon. 
David Sears, of Boston, vice Hon. John Quincy Adams, 
deceased, — Messrs. Sibley and Wheatland, Scruti- 
nizing Committee. 

Mr. Ticknor, from the Third Section, presented to 
the Society the records of the Anthology Club, of which 
he was the last Secretary, and gave a cursory statement 
of the early history of the Club.* 

* The records of the Anthology Society are contained in four thin volumes, 
now bound in one. To them is prefixed the following memorandum in the 
handwriting of Mr. Ticknor : — 

" The first number of the ' Monthly Anthology ' was printed at Boston, by 
E. Lincoln, in November, 1803, and was edited by -David Phineas Adams, a 
graduate of Harvard College two years earlier. It continued to be thus pub- 
lished six months, and then, in May, 1804, appeared from the press of Monroe 
& Francis, edited for some time by Rev. William Emerson, pastor of the First 
Church, Boston, and subsequently by Mr. S. C. Thacher, with such friends as 
they could persuade to assist them. The Society thus collected by its interest 
in this periodical gradually took a distinct form, and, in October, 1805, adopted 
for its government the Constitution with which this volume opens. The records 
that follow the Constitution were kept first by Arthur Maynard Walter, Esq., 
who was its Secretary till he died, early in 1807, and from that time till the 
' Anthology ' ceased to be published, in the summer of 1811, by James Savage, 
Esq., and by the subscriber, who has the honor to present them to the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society. 

" George Ticknor. 

" Boston, April 27, 1848." 

By the Constitution of the Club, adopted at a meeting held on the 3d of 
October, 1805, it was provided that " this Society shall meet on the Thursday 
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No other communications were received from the 
members of the Third Section. 



evening of every week, at 7 o'clock p.m., from the autumnal to the vernal, and 
at 8 o'clock p.m., from the vernal to the autumnal equinox." No new member 
could be admitted " except by a unanimous vote of the members present, after 
he shall have stood on nomination during four successive meetings of the Soci- 
ety." Beside the customary officers of such a society, there was to be an editor 
of the "Monthly Anthology and Boston Review," chosen by ballot at the 
annual meeting, to have the general superintendence of that work. Books for 
review were to be assigned by a vote of the majority of members present, and 
every review was to be read to the Society before its publication. " If any 
objections which require further discussion shall be made to any part of a re- 
view, a committee of three shall be then appointed to examine said review, to 
confer with the writer, and to report at the next meeting." Communications 
for the Anthology department received by any member were to be deposited 
with the editor, and presented to the Society ; " but no communication from any 
member for this department, except in cases of controversy, shall be read, un- 
less at the option of the writer." 

The original members of the Society, as named in a list prefixed to the first 
page of the records, were "Rev. Mr. Gardiner, Emerson, Gray, Harris" (whose 
name was subsequently erased), " Buckminster, Tuckerman, Peter Thacher, 
Esq., William S. Shaw, Esq., A. M. Walter, Esq., Dr. John Warren, Jr., Dr. 
James Jackson, Mr. William Wells, Mr. William Tudor, Mr. S. C. Thacher, 
Mr. E. T. Dana." At a later period, the Rev. Dr. Kirkland, Mr. Savage, Mr. 
Ticknor, Dr. Jacob Bigelow, and other gentlemen were admitted ; but the num- 
ber of members was always kept small. The Rev. J. S. J. Gardiner was the 
first President, Rev. William Emerson, Vice-President, and Mr. S. C. Thacher, 
Editor. The latter, however, soon found that some persons not connected with 
the Society considered him as " the responsible director of the publication," and 
he intimated an intention to resign, unless the Constitution was amended in this 
particular. Accordingly, at the meeting, Jan. 9, 1806, it was unanimously 
voted that the word "editor" be expunged from the Constitution, and the 
words " superintending committee " used instead of it. The Society was in- 
tended to be a social as well as a literary club ; and, at each meeting, which 
commonly lasted until about midnight, there was a supper. At first the Soci- 
ety met at the houses of the members ; but, after nearly a year's trial, it was 
found desirable to change this plan, and an arrangement was made with one 
Cooper, who had a house " in Congress Street, through an archway," to provide 
a room and furnish the supper. Cooper, who was probably the clerk of Trinity 
Church, continued to be their host during most of the remaining period of the 
Society's existence. So early as Dec. 6, 1805, it was found necessary to fix a 
maximum price for the suppers, and it was voted that this maximum should be 
$9. From the latter part of 1808, it was the practice of the Secretary to re- 
cord the amount of each member's bill, which seldom exceeded the specified 
sum. 

The doings at the weekly meetings are recorded in a very free and easy 
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Present — The President, Blagden, Ellis, Pelt, R. 
Frothingham, Jr., F. C. Gray, Hoar, Jenks, Lowell, 
Merrill, Paige, Pierce, Shattuck, Shaw, Shurtleff, Sibley, 
Ticknor, Wheatland, "White, Willard, and Young. 

Joseph Willard, 

Recording Secretary. 

[Four Resident Members died since the last annual 
meeting: viz., Benjamin Merrill, LL.D., Rev. Samuel 
Ripley, Rev. John Codman, and Hon. John Quincy 
Adams. With the exception of a memoir of Dr. Cod- 
man, no biographical notice of either of these members 
has appeared in the Society's volumes. They are here 
supplied. — Eds.] 

style, often with the statement that " we had a very pleasant time," or words of 
similar import, and with abundant details in regard to the authorship of the 
articles in the " Anthology," and the opinions entertained by the Society of the 
communications sent for insertion in the magazine. But there are very few 
passages which could be properly cited in this note, and the records are too 
private and personal in their character to be printed in full. A close supervi- 
sion was kept over the articles furnished by volunteer contributors, and many 
of them were referred to some member for revision. A similar course was 
sometimes followed with regard to the contributions of members themselves 
and of gentlemen who had been requested to prepare papers for publication in 
the " Anthology." The magazine does not appear to have been financially suc- 
cessful, and there are frequent references to controversies with the printers. 
This circumstance, and the difficulty of obtaining contributions regularly and 
promptly from all the members of the Society, were doubtless the principal 
causes of the discontinuance of the work and the dissolution of the Society. 
The record of the last meeting bears date July 2, 1811, and is confined to a 
single word, — " Finis." — Eds. 
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Notice of Benjamin Merrill, LL.D. 

Benjamin Merrill, of Salem, died in Salem on Friday morn- 
ing July 30, 1847. 

His father, Thomas Merrill, was the son of Deacon John 
and Lydia (Haynes) Merrill, of Haverhill, and was one of 
the first settlers of Conway, New Hampshire, where Benjamin 
was born March 15, 1784. His mother was Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of Benjamin and Abigail (Abbot) Abbot, of Andover, 
Massachusetts, born Nov. 8, 1738, died Oct. 12, 1789. Be- 
fore he was seven years of age, he lost both of his parents, 
and was left, together with an older brother (Dr. John Mer- 
rill, of Portland), without any means of support but a few 
acres of unthrifty land in Conway; yet they were encour- 
aged by a near relative, who had ]ed the way himself to a 
liberal education. In 1797, they entered Phillips (Exeter) 
Academy, and, in 1800, were admitted students of Harvard 
College, graduating in the Class of 1804. 

Under that eminent instructor, the venerable Dr. Abbot 
(who was also his kinsman), he was thoroughly fitted for 
college, and well grounded in classical learning. At college, 
he sustained a pure and elevated character with a high rank 
for scholarship. Among the members of his class, he was a 
general favorite. 

After graduation, he studied law successively with the 
late William Steadman (Harvard, 1784), of Lancaster, and 
Francis D. Channing (Harvard, 1794), of Boston. He first 
opened his office for the practice of the law in Marlborough, 
but within a year he removed to Lynn, and not long after 
established himself as a lawyer in Salem, where he passed 
the residue of his life. For several years, he was connected 
in professional business with the Hon. Samuel Putnam, — 
probably till the latter was raised to the bench of the Su- 
preme Judicial Court. 
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His meritorious character at once secured him friends 
wherever he resided. Making no pretensions to forensic elo- 
quence, and shrinking from every thing like display before 
the public, always contenting himself in argument with the 
fewest and plainest words, he yet attained a high standing 
in his profession; while by his rare virtues, talents, and 
acquirements he made himself the object of respect and 
attachment among all classes of his fellow-citizens. His 
society was sought by the most intellectual and refined, who 
were delighted by his brilliant wit and humor, and sure to 
be instructed from the rich storehouse of his learning and 
varied knowledge. 

Mr. Merrill's integrity, sound judgment, and learning, 
inspired universal confidence, and gained for him an ample 
professional income, and, what is more precious, an undying 
good name. He never aspired to political honors or lucra- 
tive offices, while he took the liveliest interest in seeing 
those worthily bestowed, and in promoting by his personal 
exertions the peace, order, and welfare of his country. His 
familiar acquaintance with American affairs and all impor- 
tant civil and juridical transactions, attracted general notice, 
and he was often consulted for light and guidance by those 
in eminent public stations, as well as by his numerous friends. 
He was free and generous in the use of his valuable knowl- 
edge, liberally imparting it as occasion required, whether 
upon consultation, in casual conversation, or in the journals 
of the day. He was independent as he was free in the ex- 
pression of his sentiments, aiming, not at popularity, but at 
truth and right ; yet the purity of his character was never 
sullied by the breath of slander. Inflexible in his political 
principles, — principles of the old Washington and Hamilton 
schools, — he often employed in their support the keenest 
weapons of wit and satire. 

He was elected into various learned societies, and chosen 
to preside over a number of the literary and other institu- 
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tions of the city of his adoption. He was often solicited to 
accept office at the hands of the people or their representa- 
tives. The most appropriate honor he received was the 
degree of Doctor of Laws from Harvard University, the 
highest honor in the gift of his Alma Mater. 

Mr. Merrill was never married. H. w. 



Notice of Rev. Samuel Ripley. 

Samuel Ripley was descended from William Ripley, one of 
the early settlers of Hingham, Massachusetts. This William 
came from England in 1638, and purchased the farm on 
which Samuel Ripley's grandfather was born. Mr. Ripley's 
father was the late Rev. Ezra Ripley, D.D., of Concord, 
Massachusetts, who married Phoebe, widow of the late Rev. 
William Emerson, his immediate predecessor, and daughter 
of the Rev. Daniel Bliss, the immediate predecessor of Mr. 
Emerson, and Whitefield's associate and intimate friend. 
She had one son by her first marriage, afterwards the Rev. 
William Emerson, pastor of the First Church in Boston, and 
father of R. W. Emerson, of Concord. 

Samuel was Dr. Ripley's eldest son, born March 11, 1783. 
His father fitted him for college, and he graduated at Cam- 
bridge in good standing in - 1804. He became a tutor soon 
after in the family of Colonel John Tayloe, of Mount Airy, 
Virginia. Colonel Tayloe was then a member of Congress, 
living with his family in Washington while Congress was in 
session, and the New England country lad appreciated and 
profited by the advantage of his residence in the family of a 
gentleman of wealth, refinement, and social distinction. Re- 
turning from Virginia, he studied for the ministry, and on 
the 22d of November, 1809, was settled as pastor over the 
Congregational Church in Waltham. On the 6th of October, 
1818, he was married to Sarah Alden Bradford, daughter of 
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Captain Gamaliel Bradford, of Charlestown. His parish was 
never large, and his salary always small ; therefore, like many 
other New England ministers, he made up the deficiency by 
preparing boys for college, and directing the studies of sus- 
pended and rusticated students, and with his wife's help he 
carried on these pursuits successfully during a thirty years' 
residence in Waltham. 

In the mean time a manufacturing village had grown up 
on the south side, while on the north side of the town lived 
the farmers, who made up the larger part of Mr. Ripley's 
parish. This led to the formation in the new settlement of 
another Unitarian society under the pastoral care of the late 
Rev. Bernard Whitman, with whom Mr. Ripley lived in close 
esteem and friendship until the former's lamented death. 
Soon after that event, it was thought to be for the best that 
the two societies should come together. Accordingly, they 
were united and incorporated as the Independent Congrega- 
tional Society, and the Rev. George F. Simmons and Mr. 
Ripley were settled as pastor and associate pastor. But he 
soon resigned this position, and undertook the pastoral charge 
of the Unitarian Society in Lincoln, in which he continued 
during the rest of his life. His father died in 1841, and in 
1846 he gave up his school and retired to his paternal home- 
stead in Concord. He died suddenly, in his carriage, of disease 
of the heart, Nov. 24, 1847, aged sixty-four, leaving a widow 
and six surviving children. Ezra, his second son, Lieutenant 
of Volunteers, died in the service of the United States in 
1863. 

The following is part of a letter written to Mrs. Ripley by 
R. W. Emerson, of Concord, on the occasion of the death of 
the subject of this notice. 

" I heard with surprise and grief of your loss, and the shock with 
which it came. The greatest loss to you and all your household, 
without repair ; the loss to me, also, of a dear old friend, like whom I 
have now few enough. 
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" He was the hoop that held us all staunch, with his sympathies of 
family, and with that disinterestedness which we have hardly wit- 
nessed in any other person. What rare devotion to his friends ! 
What a cloud of witnesses I recall, who will thankfully and affection- 
ately press his claim to almost the first place among faithful and effi- 
cient benefactors. I may Well say benefactor ; for in will and in act 
be was both early and' late one of mine, and never otherwise. I know 
not where we shall find, in a man of his station and experience, a 
heart so large, or a spirit so blameless and of a childlike innocence." 

With a disposition to which concealment was impossible, 
warm feelings, and a temper naturally hasty, Mr. Ripley's 
ardent Federalism brought him into some difficulty at a time 
in his earlier ministry when party spirit ran high. 

The late Hon. Christopher Gore, of Waltham, his father's 
classmate, was then his parishioner and friend, and his su- 
perior judgment and steady support were of the greatest 
value. Mr. Ripley cherished his memory with a filial affec- 
tion, and loved to acknowledge and gratefully dwell on the 
advice and aid by which his youth and inexperience had 
been supported and guided. 

He compiled a memoir of Mr. Gore for the Historical So- 
ciety, which is published among their Collections. 

His only other known publication is a descriptive and his- 
torical sketch of Waltham, also written for the Society. 

c. a. b. 
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Memoir of John Quiney Adams. 

The life of John Adams has been given, and how he mar- 
ried the granddaughter of John Quiney. One of the results 
of the union was the birth of a son, just as that old man was 
breathing his last, on July 11, 1767 ; so it happened that in 
memory of his great-grandfather the child was christened 
John Quiney Adams. The times were becoming darker and 
darker in the Massachusetts. The boy had scarcely reached 
his seventh year, when his mother, one evening, took him up 
with her to a wooded height behind their residence, from 
which they could hear the boom of heavy cannon, and see 
the flames of burning houses. It was the conflict at Bunker 
Hill. The boy lived on for seventy years and more, but he 
never forgot that spectacle. 

But a short time elapsed, and his father was called out to 
take an active part in the struggle with the mother country, 
which then threatened to break out. John Adams was 
marked among the men convened in Philadelphia for his 
efforts to push for independence. He early foresaw no safe 
alternative in the struggle but that, and on the 4th of July, 
1776, with his aid and that of others, the issue was boldly 
laid before the world. 

This was barely the commencement of things. War was 
sure to follow, and the means of carrying it on against the 
mother country were to be gathered from every and any 
favorable source, abroad as well as at home. Among others, 
the eyes of many of the leaders were fixed on the prospect of 
aid from France. To that end some agents had been early 
sent out, but their modes of action had not proved harmoni- 
ous. It was therefore decided by Congress to despatch John 
Adams. But John Adams then had a wife at home and five 
young children, the eldest not eleven years old. What was 
to be done with them in his absence ? The mother was not 
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terrified. John Adams would take with him his eldest boy, 
and his other three children would remain under her care in 
his absence. 

This decision fixed the career of John Quincy. In three 
of the voyages made to and fro in quick succession, the last 
two being in a French frigate, he learned much faster to be 
a man than if he had been at a common school for years. 
His command of the French language he never lost, and it 
proved of the greatest service to him in the sequel. For it 
must be remembered that the first voyage of John Adams 
was made with a view to the establishment of some settled 
plan of co-operation between France and America, this being 
rendered imperative by reason of the dissensions which had 
grown up between the persons first sent out. Dr. Franklin 
and the Lees had been at odds, and several adventurers had 
attached themselves to each side with an eye to personal 
advantage rather than to the common good. Perceiving 
at once the source of the trouble, Mr. Adams promptly 
wrote home to Congress, pointing it out with clearness, and 
recommending as a remedy the immediate withdrawal of all 
the agents, with the single exception of Dr. Franklin. In 
this category he included himself. Hence he at once made 
preparations to depart. But Count de Vergennes, on learn- 
ing his intention, felt such a sense of relief through this 
promptness that he forthwith offered him, on the part of the 
sovereign, places in the French frigate just equipped to carry 
to America the first diplomatic agent despatched to recognize 
the rising nation. This offer was gladly accepted, and the 
father and son reached Boston without further difficulty. 
Thus had passed the first European trip of John Quincy, who 
forgot every thing else in his return to his doting mother. 
But scarcely was she able to realize the change, when another 
edict came from Philadelphia, directing her husband to go 
back, in conjunction with several others commissioned, for the 
purpose of sparing no effort to secure the good will, if not 



1848.] ANNUAL MEETING. 397 

the direct aid, of any or all the great Continental Powers. 
So Mr. Adams was fain to lose no time in returning to the 
very same vessel that brought him out, which had been 
kindly offered by the French minister in Philadelphia on 
learning his new errand. This time Mr. Adams found him- 
self surrounded by friends and acquaintances, going in the 
same vessel and bound on like errands, — Mr. Jay, directed 
to try his fortune for the country in Spain, and Mr. Francis 
Dana, named as secretary to Mr. Adams ; but himself, in 
certain contingencies, authorized to appear diplomatically 
elsewhere on the scene. It was this last contingency that 
settled the future career of John Quincy, then only eleven 
years of age. In three of the four voyages made forward 
and backward by his father to France in quick succession, 
two of them being in French men-of-war, the youth had 
lost no time in mastering the French language so completely 
as to keep it at command for the rest of his life ; an advan- 
tage to every American of that day in Europe of itself alone, 
but most especially in any responsible position into which 
he might be likely to fall. Neither was it a great while 
before it was fully brought into use. 

Coeval with the election of John Adams by the members 
of Congress as a diplomatic agent in France, there sprang 
up in the Congress an earnest desire at least to sound the 
disposition towards the new country of several of the other 
powers of Europe. Among these stood that of Russia, then 
under the sway of the Empress Catharine, and scarcely 
pleased with the somewhat haughty assumptions not un- 
frequently marking the policy of the rulers of the fast- 
anchored Isle. Hence it happened that whilst the Congress 
was engaged in selecting agents to conciliate the good 
will of Spain and Holland and even Prussia in the last 
days of Frederick, it very naturally extended at least to a 
chance of trying to soften her so far as to enlist her sym- 
pathy. Such were doubtless the motives which prompted 
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the Americans to catch at the possibility of securing more 
or less of favor by a contingent mission. In this sense must 
have been drawn the proposition to authorize Mr. Francis 
Dana, originally made the secretary to Mr. Adams's mission, 
to act, in case of favorable tidings from St. Petersburg, in a 
higher diplomatic capacity. Doubtless some such news came 
from St. Petersburg, the consequence of which was that Mr. 
Dana made his preparations to go. But then came the 
need of an assistant to act both as secretary and inter- 
preter. Who could suit him better than young Adams, 
though barely thirteen years old? The father consented, 
and he was commissioned. 

Thus he remained in St. Petersburg for fourteen months. 
With little of material importance to do officially, he might, 
if he had so chosen, have amused himself with all such en- 
tertainments as are ever open to most idlers in the Courts of 
Europe when nations are at peace. Instead of this, he 
devoted his time to the study of the best productions of 
antiquity, as well as of the authors of modern times. Four 
small note-books are left, showing in a very close hand 
a record not only of his study of the ancient classics, but 
likewise his drains from the best English poets and prose- 
writers, both early and late. Here he laid the foundation 
of his love of poetic composition, which he carried to his 
grave. But when Mr. Dana expressed an intention to re- 
main over another year, his yearnings to go back to his 
father got the better of him, and he decided to return even 
though alone and at the risk of a very rough winter journey. 
On the 30th of October, being then fifteen years old, he left 
the capital of Russia to go to Stockholm, which he reached 
in twenty-four days. Thence, after a stay of five weeks, he 
proceeded to Copenhagen, which consumed six weeks. After 
some stay there, he again set forth and travelled alone until 
the 20th of April, 1783, when he once more saluted his 
father, then having his residence at the Hague. 
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Meanwhile great events had passed, which materially 
changed the position both of the father and the son. Great 
Britain had given up in despair all hope of recovering her 
recusant colonies, and a negotiation was just then in progress 
at Paris between the respective powers to secure a peace. 
The youth accompanied his father to that city, and became 
immediately enlisted as an aid in the service. The treaty 
having thus been completed, the next news was the transfer 
of John Adams to Great Britain, there to serve as the first 
diplomatic representative of her triumphant subjects in the 
Court of George the Third. 

The transfer of John Adams to this post was an event 
seriously affecting the relations of all his family. He de- 
cided at once to call his wife and daughter to London and 
join him. But what was his son to do ? The relatives all 
wanted him to go too, and the temptation was very great. 
He was now fifteen years of age, but his broken mode of life 
had not been favorable to a systematic mode of education 
which he particularly needed. He had read and studied 
more perhaps than any youth of his age at home, but never 
under discipline of any kind. The attraction, too, of his 
mother and sister, whom he had not seen for so long, was 
overpowering. He thought it all over with care. The re- 
sult he came to is on record. " I am determined," he writes, 
" that so long as I shall be able to get my own living in an 
honorable manner, I will depend upon no one." 

In this sentence the die was cast, and his future career 
was made. He crossed the Atlantic and set himself quietly 
down to prepare for his entry into Harvard College. The 
result was his admission to the third year in the progress 
of the class, and his issue from that institution with honors 
in the autumn of 1787, he being twenty years of age. The 
next thing to be considered was the choice of a profession. 
He fixed upon the law, and applied to Theophilus Parsons, 
then fast advancing to his high reputation, which made, him 
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ultimately Chief Justice of Massachusetts. Having filled the 
novitiate of three years, he was finally admitted to practise as 
a lawyer on the 15th of July, 1790, at the age of twenty- 
three. 

At this moment his position was by no means a flattering 
one. The home of his parents was empty, and an absence 
of ten years, during such an era as had passed away, had 
materially changed the habits and manners of the popula- 
tion which had grown up in the interval. Many, reduced to 
poverty and unable to pay their debts, had given indications 
of hostility to law and lawyers, which ultimately broke out 
into open violence. Mr. Adams was known only by a very 
small circle of persons confined within the limits of Boston, 
and these chiefly from a remembrance of his father. But 
if he was slow in collecting profitable business, he was quick 
to seize any opportunity presented of developing his capa- 
city to deal with great questions of public law. It had so 
happened that, soon after the organization of the new Fed- 
eral system under the Presidency of Washington, the fearful 
Revolution broke out in France, which sharply divided the 
opinion of rising young men all over the world. On the one 
side in England appears Burke with all the development of 
his splendid eloquence in maintenance of established insti- 
tutions ; on the other comes forth Thomas Paine, wielding a 
magic popular wand in his pamphlet on the rights of man. 
Here sprang up a controversy which shook the chief gov- 
ernments of Christian civilization. Nowhere was it more 
sensibly felt than in America. An opposition of senti- 
ment soon showed itself in the newly created cabinet of 
Washington, who had blended within its compass the very 
opposite thinkers, Jefferson and Hamilton. Many other 
writers contributed their views to the newspapers warmly 
on one side or the other. Among them appeared a series 
of papers in Boston under the anonymous title of Publicola, 
treating the whole question at issue, and especially the pam- 
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phlet of Paine, with remarkable lucidity and force. Singu- 
larly enough, the series was early collected and printed in 
pamphlet form, not merely in America, but also in each of 
the three capitals of Great Britain, as well as in France and 
Holland. 

In the Cabinet of Washington, there was a marked differ- 
ence touching the merit of these papers. Whilst Jefferson 
was not slow in denouncing them, they met with careful 
attention from the President himself. He manifested his 
preference by soon nominating John Quincy Adams to the 
Senate as a diplomatic envoy to the States-General of Hol- 
land. This act soon received the concurrence of the Senate, 
and on the 17th of September, 1794, Mr. Adams embarked 
in a merchant vessel bound to England. From thence the 
transit was easy to the Hague, which place he reached on 
the last day of the year. Here he remained for several 
years, varied only once by orders from his government to 
repair to Great Britain, and in the absence of Mr. Pinkney, 
temporarily sent to Spain, to complete the exchange of the 
ratification of the unsavory treaty which had been negotiated 
by John Jay, and has ever since borne his name. Only 
one little incident which he mentions in his Diary may be 
here introduced as significative of the manner in which an 
American envoy was regarded by that country. After mak- 
ing an appointment to meet Mr. Adams at a specified hour 
at the Foreign office for the purpose of reconciling, if pos- 
sible, some grave question in the treaty, when the day and 
hour came round which had been designated for the inter- 
view, lo and behold, his Lordship was not there. He had 
utterly forgotten it. Not insensible of this rudeness, how- 
ever, his Lordship tried to make up for it the next day by 
a conversation of three hours, and by dubbing his visitor 
with a title to which he could have no pretension. This 
incident is only worth noting as illustrative of the diplo- 
matic courtesy of that day. Had a similar meeting been 
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appointed with a representative of France or of Russia no 
such negligence would have happened. 

Be this as it may, the reports made by Mr. Adams to the 
President were of a kind materially to increase his confidence 
in him as a public servant. As a proof of it, he first ad- 
vanced him by transfer from Holland to Portugal, and next 
by an earnest injunction to his successor in the government, 
the father, John Adams, not to permit his relationship to be a 
barrier in the way of his promotion. The effect of this was 
only a change of place. John Quincy Adams was transferred 
to Berlin, where he remained for four years, down to the 
close of his father's administration. Meantime he had mar- 
ried a young lady, the daughter of the American consul in 
London, Louisa Catherine Johnson, with whom he shared 
his fortunes for more than fifty years. 

In 1801, Mr. Adams decided to return home. He had 
been absent eight years. The political revolution, which 
had established Mr. Jefferson in the place of his father, 
could scarcely be regarded as having been a misfortune, 
inasmuch as it proved the means of rapidly advancing him 
in importance on better fields for the exercise of his 
powers at home. On the 3d of February, 1803, he was 
elected by the Legislature of his native State a Senator of 
the United States, and he took his seat accordingly in that 
body on the 21st of October of that year. Here he spent 
five years, during which the country passed through severe 
trials by reason of the agitation predominating among the 
powers of Europe on the high seas. Whilst both parties 
in America agreed on a policy of neutrality between the 
combatants, they differed widely in their sympathies with 
them. In their policy on the ocean, there can be no doubt 
that the British power showed itself infinitely the most ag- 
gressive. On contested points, Mr. Adams took a decided 
stand in favor of the course of the government, which, in its 
turn, brought upon him disapprobation at home to such a 
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degree that, at the expiration of his term of office, another 
gentleman, Mr. James Lloyd, by a close vote, was elected in 
his place. Party spirit often loses more than it gains by such 
operations. In this instance Mr. Madison, just at the moment 
coming into the Presidential seat, was not slow in nominating 
Mr. Adams to the Senate as Minister Plenipotentiary to the 
Empire of Russia, and the Senate confirmed the nomination. 
The result was, that on the 5th of August, 1809, he embarked 
with his wife and youngest son, and three members of his 
legation, in the merchant-ship " Horace," owned by William 
Gray, — then and long afterward the leading merchant of 
that town, — and bound straight to St. Petersburg. The 
voyage was long and severe, extending to two months and 
eighteen days, the winter having already set in by the close 
of October. But on his arrival he was promptly received 
by the Count Romanzoff, the High Chancellor of the Empire, 
and through him soon after presented in all the forms to 
the Emperor, Alexander the First. What a contrast must 
have presented itself between his position now and that 
which he had held in the same spot twenty-seven years 
before! Then he had dined with the French Ambassador 
of the time desirous to countenance the American envoy and 
his secretary after the deliberate refusal of the Empress 
Catharine to recognize the mission ; and now, in the iden- 
tical palace and hall, he had the satisfaction of looking 
around at the forty-five persons who were assembled to meet 
him as a representative of his country, recognized by Russia 
as on an equal footing with them all. He records in his 
Diary of the next day this event ,as merely illustrative of 
the mutability of human fortunes. In any event, it does 
not appear that the British representative had been made 
one of the diplomatic circle. Neither then nor at any other 
period of his stay was there the slightest indication of cor- 
diality in that quarter. On the other hand, the effect of 
this proceeding was to draw closer the sympathy of the 
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Emperor of Russia and his ministers with Mr. Adams and 
America. As matters went on from bad to worse, and the 
British jealousy finally broke out in pushing matters to the 
last resort, it is due to the government of the Czar to say 
that it lost no opportunity to bring around a reconciliation. 
In that process, Mr. Adams labored through his correspond- 
ence sincerely, and not without success, at home. The end 
of it was the proposal of the first commission of three per- 
sons to repair to St. Petersburg with a view to promote 
a meeting under the neutral flag of Russia to effect a recon- 
ciliation. In all these movements Mr. Adams actively con- 
tributed, as long as Count Romanzoff remained in favor, 
to stir him up to that end. The proposal, as coming from 
Russia, was met with that sort of lofty awkwardness charac- 
teristic of Britain, which, whilst affronting the proposer with 
a negative, suggested the same thing in their own words to 
the opponents themselves directly. 

Through all these negotiations, Mr. Adams had shown 
himself an active and earnest supporter of every measure 
leaning to peace, so far as it seemed consistent with a cor- 
responding disposition on the part of the British negotia- 
tors. He has left a record of them in his Diary now before 
the world, which gives an interesting view of the fluctua- 
tions of the struggle as the parties slowly and gradually 
surmounted every obstacle, and ultimately came together on 
common ground. There had been differences between the 
members of the respective sides, and likewise division in 
both the camps ; but they all vanished as the light of a 
Christmas sun spread its ■ healing and cheering beams of 
peace over their hall of assembly. More than half a cent- 
ury has passed away since that day, and the materials of 
that edifice yet remain to show the solidity with which it 
was then put together. 

This happy result having been reached, the next question 
was to decide what Mr. Adams should do. His family had 
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remained quietly in St. Petersburg, expecting his return. 
But as his health had been materially affected by five long 
winters spent there, whilst that of Mrs. Adams was by no 
means confirmed, he came to the conclusion in any event not 
to resume that post. Accordingly he gave the necessary di- 
rections for the removal of his family to Paris. That long 
land journey, undertaken by her in the depth of winter with 
one child and one female servant, but strongly protected 
by the authority of the Russian government as well as the 
diplomatic shield, was happily accomplished, and she ar- 
rived safely in that city on the 23d of March, 1815, just 
after the return of the Emperor Napoleon, then on his 
last desperate effort to reinstate himself in power by force 
of arms. Meantime despatches were on their way from 
Washington instructing Mr. Adams to repair to London in 
the capacity of an envoy to the court of Great Britain. On 
the 10th of May, 1815, the family took their departure for 
London, which they reached in ten days. He immediately 
took the necessary measures to establish himself on a du- 
rable footing, but this was not to be permitted to him. 
Scarcely two years elapsed before a change took place, oc- 
casioned by the return of a new election in America for 
the Presidency. The term of Mr. Madison was about to 
expire, and Mr. Monroe, then in office as Secretary of State, 
had been elected to serve as his successor. This in its turn 
made a vacancy in that department, which it was his duty 
at once to fill. He did so by nominating Mr. Adams. 
Hence it' followed that on the 15th of June, 1817, he em- 
barked with all his family in a sailing vessel from Cowes, 
having spent two years in Great Britain with great relief. 
The voyage by the- slow process of that time lasted fifty- 
two days ; at last the family, on the 18th of August, 1817, 
arrived at the residence in Quincy of his father and mother, 
still surviving, after a separation of eight eventful years. 
The former, indeed, survived strong and hearty to his nine- 
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tieth year; but the latter had barely time to embrace her 
son once more ; for the dread disorder which terminated 
her days set in shortly after his departure for his post at 
Washington, and he never saw his mother again. The De- 
partment of State to which he had been assigned by the 
President had been for some time needing active invigora- 
tion, and he set about it at once. Many duties had been 
called for by Congress in their nature highly laborious. One 
of these was a report, on the difficult subject of weights and 
measures. That work has even within a few years been 
reprinted by others and recognized as a standard work for 
circulation. 

The administration of President Monroe had been com- 
posed of persons of distinguished abilities, who, as the double 
term of eight years passed away, laid open a question of 
succession, which it was found difficult to decide. The 
friends of Mr. Crawford, Mr. Calhoun, and Mr. Adams, 
vied with each other in zeal to support their respective 
candidates, while outside of the Cabinet there gradually 
sprang up from the popular will apart from political dis- 
putation a gradual and steady aggregation of support to 
General Andrew Jackson. The election came, and it was 
found that no one of the candidates had the requisite ma- 
jority of votes. Then came into play the provision of the 
Constitution devolving the selection upon the members of 
the House of Representatives voting by States. The re- 
sult was the election of John Quincy Adams by just the 
requisite number, and the natural discontent of the disap- 
pointed voters followed. On the 4th of March, 1825, Mr. 
Adams was inaugurated as the sixth President of the United 
States, and he forthwith applied himself rigidly to his duties. 
He had organized his Cabinet with an earnest desire to re- ^ 
tain of those remaining in the Council of his predecessor, 
especially including Mr. Crawford, one of his most popular 
rivals. The place made vacant by his own election he of- 
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fered to Mr. Clay, himself another rival, whose influence as 
a member of the House probably turned the scale in the 
election. He accepted the position. The natural effect was 
gradually to unite Mr. Crawford's friends and all the discon- 
tented in opposition : the chief element of strength being the 
union of the slaveholding States adverse to a citizen of the 
North. Hence it followed that at the succeeding election, 
Mr. Adams was defeated, as his father had been, by the 
influence of New York ; and General Jackson elected in his 
place. He submitted to this with little outward manifesta- 
tion of disappointment, and forthwith applied himself in pri- 
vate life to the cultivation of such of his literary tastes as had 
remained dormant in politics, but would be developed by 
existing demands around him. Those demands went on 
thickening, until, to him, a most unexpected event occurred 
to give another current to his life. The Representative in 
the Congress of the United States from his district in Massa- 
chusetts, a very worthy clergyman residing in the neighbor- 
ing town of Hingham, not finding himself at ease in political 
struggles, called to see Mr. Adams to apprise him of his in- 
tention to retire ; and furthermore to sound him on his dis- 
position to accept his post. The answer was of a nature 
to leave open a possibility of his consent if called upon 
in good faith. The result was an election by a large ma- 
jority of votes. Mr. Adams himself noted the conclusion 
in his Diary of the 7th of November, 1830, in these 
words: "I am a member elect of the Twenty-second Con- 
gress." 

The first session of the Twenty-second Congress com- 
menced on the 5th of December, 1831, and Mr. Adams took 
his seat punctually on that day. He was then sixty-two 
years old, and, in despite of his advancing age, he contin- 
ued to serve faithfully in the same capacity until the 23d of 
February, 1848, when he, like William Pitt in the old country, 
met with the fatal stroke as he was rising to address the 
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House. During this period of seventeen years, he displayed 
a courage and exercised a power in debate over that assem- 
bly which it has been the lot of few men to approach. Never 
popular in the common sense of the term, he yet accumu- 
lated during a long career an ever-increasing control over 
the sentiment of a proportion of the people, which greatly 
accelerated the inevitable crisis ; that power which had been 
strong enough not merely to overthrow him when President, 
but to dictate the nomination of every subsequent chief mag- 
istrate, until at last it fell in the fearful struggle at arms to 
which it had itself so rashly ventured to appeal. 

A succession of Presidents have already passed along in 
the view of the constantly growing nation, and there doubt- 
less will be many more. They may, indeed, be marked 
more or less by qualities distinguishing them from one an- 
other. But the life of John Quincy Adams displays a 
character in two particulars peculiar to himself. First, he 
was for sixty years and more not merely a student of liter- 
ature, but a constant student of the Scriptures. His cus- 
tom was to read the Bible once a year, a practice which he 
pursued with steadiness in several countries, and despite 
the most engrossing engagements. This testimony of his 
fidelity is only partially disclosed in the course of his letters 
addressed from St. Petersburg, in Russia, to his sons whom 
he left in America. In point of fact, he carried the practice 
to his grave. It may reasonably be doubted whether in this 
respect he does not stand alone in the long range of Presi- 
dents of nearly a century. 

The second peculiarity of Mr. Adams among American 
statesmen was his delight in literature, and especially in 
poetry. From the period of his residence in St. Peters- 
burg with Mr. Dana, the traces of his unceasing industry in 
translation of the classics are abundant in the versions which 
he left behind him. From prose he passed to poetry. This 
taste clung to him for the rest of life. Besides translating 
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the ancients, he undertook, at least, one of the modern 
poets. 

Neither was he satisfied with these alone. Pleased by 
the German poem of Oberon, just issued by Wieland in 
Germany, he made a translation of it, which he was diverted 
from publishing only by the earlier undertaking of Sotheby. 
Not satisfied with this trifling, he proceeded in later life to 
render the Psalms into verse, and he published a poem 
entitled " Dermot McMorrogh," which, though not enti- 
tled to be ranked in the first class, is not without passages 
worthy to be admired for their combination of vigor with 
beauty. But his greatest triumph in this field was re- 
served to be his last. It was the custom, not yet quite 
obsolete, for ladies visiting the seat of government to levy 
autographs from the more distinguished officers in the dif- 
ferent departments in Washington. Not long before his de- 
cease, an occasion occurred when a member of Congress, 
stirred by his partner, begged of him some contribution of 
that kind to her autograph-book. Mr. Adams returned home, 
and in the course of the night brought forth a poem based 
upon the well-known lines, 

"Man wants but little here below, 
Nor wants that little long." 

It might seem extravagant to describe the effect which 
that little production had over the whole country from end 
to end; requests for copies poured in upon the writer far 
beyond his capacity to supply. At last some adventurous 
printer undertook to put it in a small volume together with 
a selection from other light productions, in an interior town 
of New York, which met with an extensive sale and was 
soon exhausted. Even now, at a distance of forty years, 
applications for copies occasionally occur. 

Lastly, and to sum up what may be said of John Quincy 
Adams when put in contrast with any or all of his prede- 
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cessors or successors thus far in the Presidential chair, he 
stands far above them all in two essential respects : the first, 
his mastery of the Scriptures ; the second, his devotion to 
poetry, to literature, and all scholarlike accomplishments. 

c. F. A. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, May 25, 1848, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

In the absence of the Recording Secretary, Lucius R. 
Paige was chosen Secretary pro tern. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Mr. 
John Leavitt, the Boston Society of Natural History, 
Rev. 0. Fowler, Isaac Boyle, D.D., the Cheap Postage 
Association, and from Messrs. Winthrop, Sibley, Everett, 
Quincy, Young, White, and Lunt, of the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated a letter 
from Hon. David Sears, accepting his election as Resi- 
dent Member. 

Voted, That the Librarian be empowered to purchase, at the auction 
next week, such volumes of newspapers as he may judge for the interest 
of the Society, to an amount not exceeding thirty dollars. 

The Treasurer made a verbal statement concerning 
the fund subscribed by Nathan Appleton and others.* 

The President read a letter from Rev. J. Mayhew to 
Hon. J. Otis. 

* The subscriptions noticed in the Treasurer's last account. — Eds. 
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No communications were received from the members 
of the First Section* 

Present — The President, Adams, Bartlett, Buding- 
ton, I. P. Davis, Ellis, Felt, Francis, R. Frothingham, Jr., 
F. C. Gray, Lowell, Paige, Pierce, Quincy, Shattuck, 
Shurtleff, Sibley, and Sparks. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, June 29, 1848, 12 m. Stated meeting, — 
the President in the chair. 

The record^ of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from the 
Susquehanna Coal Company, Mrs. Robinson, of New 
York, Messrs. Leonard & Cunningham, Charles M. Ellis, 
Esq., Mr. William H. Dennet, United States Congress, 
Mr. Richard M. Chipman, N. I. Bowditch, Esq., and 
Messrs. Shurtleff and Bowen, of the Society. 

The Librarian also communicated the two following 
letters : viz., 1. From P. S. Brown, as President, and 
M. W. Dickinson, as Corresponding Secretary, dated 
June 10, 1848, announcing the formation in Philadelphia 
of a society called " The Society for the Development of 
the Mineral Resources of the United States." 2. From 
J. Munsell, of Albany, asking the Society's acceptance 
of a large number of pamphlets, the Society paying the 
expense of the transportation ; also, inquiring whether 

* Benjamin R. Nichols, chosen a member of the Society Jan. 28, 1819, died 
April 30, 1848. A memoir by Dr. Wheatland is in this volume,on p. 427.— Ei>s. 
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the Society's Collections can be had in exchange for 
respectable historical and other works, and the price ; 
and presenting a copy of his Almanac for 1849. 
Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Shattuck, 

Voted, That the Librarian be requested to say to Mr. Munsell that 
the Society will accept his pamphlets on the terms proposed, and to 
inquire of him the nature of the historical and other works he proposes 
to exchange for the Society's Collections. 

E. George Squier, Esq., of Chillicothe, Ohio, nomi- 
nated at the last April meeting for Corresponding 
Member, was elected, — Dr. Wheatland, Scrutinizing 
Committee. 

Present — The President, Felt, R. Frothingham, Jr., 
Lowell, Paige, Shattuck, Shurtleff, Wheatland, and 
Willard. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, July 27, 1848, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting. 

In the absence of the President, Professor Sparks 
was chosen President pro tern. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Mr. J. 
Munsell, the City of Roxbury, Peter Force, Esq., William 
Duane, Esq., the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Hon. 
John Davis, and from Messrs. Young, Shurtleff, Bowen, 
and Sibley, of the Society. 

Mr. Sparks laid before the Society a prospectus of 
" Bibliographia Americana; a bibliographical account 
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of the sources of early American history, comprising a 
description of books relating to America printed prior 
to the year 1700, and of all books printed in America 
from 1543 to 1700, together with notices of many of 
the more important unpublished manuscripts. Prepared 
by Henry Stevens, and published under the direction of 
the Smithsonian Institution at Washington." 

After some remarks in relation to the nature of the 
proposed work, it was 

Voted, To refer the subject to Messrs. F. C. Gray and Sparks. 

No communications were received from the Third 
Section. 

Present — I. P. Davis, Felt, J. C. Gray, Hoar, Jenks, 
Shurtleff, Sibley, Sparks, Willard, Worcester, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Tuesday, Aug. 22, 1848, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Hon. 
John Davis, the Virginia Historical Society, Messrs. 
Francis Brinley, Thomas H. Webb, William E. Hutch- 
ins, Payne K. Kilbourn, B. P. Poore, Mrs. Mary Webb, 
and from Messrs. Winthrop and Willard, of the Society. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Young, 

Voted, That the Committee on reprinting the deficient volumes of 
the Collections cause Vol. II. of Hubbard's " History of New England " 
to be published within one month. 
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The Committee on the " Bibliographia Americana " 
reported verbally that they were of the same opinion 
as to the importance of the proposed work, but were 
not of one mind with regard to the expediency of a 
subscription therefor, on account of the state of the So- 
ciety's funds. 

After some discussion upon the subject, it was, on 
motion of Mr. Davis, 

Voted, That the Librarian be directed to subscribe to the proposed 
work the sum of two hundred dollars, to be paid to Mr. Henry 
Stevens, who has the work in preparation, by delivering to him, in 
payment of such subscription, seven sets of each of the entire series 
of the Society's printed Collections, such payment and delivery to be 
made on proof of " the acceptance of the manuscript for publication 
by the Smithsonian Institution." * 

On motion of Dr. Shurtlbff, 

Voted, That Hon. Judge Mitchell be requested to prepare for the 
Society's Collections a memoir of their late member, the Hon. Nathaniel 
Morton Davis, deceased.! 

The Standing Committee nominated, for Resident 
Member, Dr. Thomas H. Webb, of Boston, vice Benjamin 
R. Nichols, deceased. 

No communications were received from the First 
Section. 

Present — The President, Davis, Felt, Francis, N. L. 
Frothingham, R. Frothingham, Jr., F. C. Gray, Shat- 
tuck, Shurtleff, Sparks, Wheatland, White, Willard, 
Worcester, and Young. 



* It is believed that this contemplated work of Mr. Stevens was never pub- 
lished. — Eds. 

t Hon. N. M. Davis was chosen a member July 30, 1840, and died July 29, 
1848. Mr. Mitchell's memoir is in 4 Collections, IV. 492-494. — Eds. 
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MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, Sept. 28, 1848, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

In the absence of the Recording Secretary, Nathaniel 
B. Shurtleff was chosen Recording Secretary pro tern. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from the State 
of Connecticut, Rev. Dr. Cogswell, Rev. Allen Greely, 
James S. Cooper, Josiah Quincy, Jr., and from Mr. 
Sibley, of the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated the ac- 
ceptance of Sylvester Judd, Esq., as Resident Member. 

The Librarian announced the reception of the reprint 
of Hubbard's " History of New England." 

Dr. Thomas Hopkins Webb was chosen Resident 
Member, vice B. R. Nichols, Esq., deceased, — Messrs. 
Paige and Budington, Scrutinizing Committee. 

The President read a letter from Rev. George White- 
field to Rev. Mr. Cooper. 

No communications were received from the Second 
Section. 

Present — The President, Budington, Felt, R. Froth- 
ingham, Jr., Hoar, Lowell, Paige, Pierce, Shattuck, 
Shurtleff, Ticknor, White, Worcester, and Young. 
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MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, Oct. 26, 1848, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Messrs. 
James Loring and David Pulsifer, also from Mr. Everett, 
of the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated the ac- 
ceptance of Dr. Thomas Hopkins Webb as Resident 
Member. 

The President nominated, for Corresponding Member, 
Payne Kenyon Kilbourn, of Litchfield, Connecticut. 

The following letters were read : viz., 1. By the 
President, from Judge Oliver to Governor Hutchinson, 
Aug. 16, 1769. 2. By Mr. Felt, from J. Curwin, Esq., 
addressed probably to the Governor of Massachusetts 
Colony, relative to the affairs of New England, and 
written from London, December, 1660. 3. By Dr. 
Lowell, from George Johnston to John Home, Esq., 
27th of January, 1778, Kensington, in relation to con- 
ciliation with America, and declining the command of 
a squadron of frigates in the Gulf of Florida for the pur- 
pose of coercing the American Colonies.* 

On motion of the Treasurer, 

Voted, That the President and Treasurer be authorized to make 
sale of the nine shares in the capital stock of the "Western Railroad 

* These letters were simply read at the meeting, and were probably not 
placed in the Society's Library, neither were they published in the Collections. 
Other letters or papers, it will be seen, were similarly communicated. — Eds. 
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Corporation, whenever they shall deem the same expedient to be 
made. 

Present — The President, Appleton, Blagden, Davi3, 
Ellis, Felt, R. Frothingham, Jr., Jenks, Lowell, Minot, 
Shattuck, Shurtleff, Sibley, Webb, Willard, Worcester, 
and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, Nov. 23, 1848, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

In the absence of the Recording Secretary, Lemuel 
Shattuck was chosen Recording Secretary pro tern. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Messrs. 
Edward Jarvis, R. B. Forbes, Dean Dudley, Nathaniel 
Bouton, William Crowell, from the Smithsonian Insti- 
tute, and from Messrs. Savage, Worcester, and Webb, 
of the Society. 

Payne Kenyon Kilbourn, of Litchfield, Connecticut, 
was elected Corresponding Member, — Messrs. Buding- 
ton and Webb, Scrutinizing Committee. 

Present — The President, Budington, Davis, Felt, 
Frothingham, Jenks, Lowell, Sears, Shattuck, ShurtlefL 
Sibley, Ticknor, Webb, White, and Worcester. 



27 
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MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, Dec. 28, 1848, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Messrs. 
Samuel Parker, Alexander Vattemare, William S. Bar- 
ton, of Worcester, and from Messrs. Everett, Webb, 
Willard, Winthrop, and Sibley, of the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated a dona- 
tion from the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries at 
Copenhagen of a copy of " Me"moires de la Socie'te' 
Royale des Antiquaires du Nord, 1845-1847 " ; also, a 
" Guide to Northern Archaeology, by the Royal Society 
of Northern Antiquaries of Copenhagen, edited for the 
use of English readers by the Right Honorable the Earl 
of Ellesmere, London, 1848." 

On motion of Dr. Lowell, the Librarian and Treasurer 
were chosen a committee to consider the expediency of 
printing a new catalogue of the Society, and to report 
thereupon. 

Voted, That Messrs. Willard, Paige, and R. Frothingham, Jr., be a 
committee to consider the expediency of preparing, in behalf of the 
Society, a memorial to the General Court on the subject of an amend- 
ment of the laws relating to the registration of births, marriages, and 
deaths ; and, if they deem such memorial expedient, to report a draft 
thereof for the consideration of the Society. 

Voted, That Messrs. Adams, Appleton, Davis, Willard, and Shat- 
tuck be a committee to draft and forward to the Congress of the 
United States a petition, in behalf of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, for the donation of a copy of the " American Archives " for 
the Library of the Society. 
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Present — The President, Adams, Appleton, Davis, 
Felt, Francis, R. Frothingham, Jr., Jenks, Lowell, Paige, 
Shattuck, Shurtleff, Sibley, Wheatland, Webb, Willard, 
and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING, January, 1849. 

Thursday, Jan. 25, 1849, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

In the absence of the Secretary, Nathaniel B. Shurt- 
leff was chosen Recording Secretary pro tern. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Hon. 
John Davis, of Worcester, Joel Munsell, of Albany, and 
from Messrs. Savage, Winthrop, Webb, Sears, and Shurt- 
leff, of the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated the ac- 
ceptance of Payne Kenyon Kilbourn, of Litchfield, Con- 
necticut, as Corresponding Member. 

The Committee appointed at the last meeting to 
consider the expediency of preparing, in behalf of the 
Society, a memorial to the General Court on the sub- 
ject of an amendment of the laws relating to the regis- 
tration of births, marriages, and deaths, made a report, 
concluding, " that it is inexpedient for the Society at 
the present time to propose any specific changes in the 
law, or, as a body, to take any immediate action upon 
the subject." Whereupon, it was 

Voted, To accept the report. 



